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REAL LIVES. REAL IMPACT.

A Sanctuary in a Storm

A mother reached out to Kids Kottage after experiencing family violence in the home. During the
incident, her infant was also put at risk, leaving the mother deeply concerned for her child’s
immediate safety. With access fo her home compromised and the situation still unfolding, she knew
she needed a safe place for her baby while she worked out a plan to protect her family.

Kids Kottage was able to provide safe, nurturing care for her infant while she focused on securing
legal protection and making her home safe again. With additional time and support, she was able
to take the necessary steps to stabilize her situation and return tfo a safer environment with her
child.

AGES OF CHILDREN A Partner in Difficulty
ADMITTED FOR CARE 2025/26 A mother called Kids Kottage while working

hard to maintain her sobriety during an
especially difficult fime. Although she had
not relapsed, she was experiencing strong
cravings and recognized that she needed
support before the situation escalated. At
the same time, she and her partner had
recently separated following ongoing conflict
in the home.

With limited money and only the food left in
her fridge, she was feeling overwhelmed and
worried about how to keep her children safe
and cared for. By reaching out to Kids
Kottage, she was able to ensure her children
had a safe, nurturing place to stay while she
took time to stabilize, access support, and
focus on the next steps for her family.

A Place of Refuge for Her Baby

baby unexpectedly lost their temporary place to stay
with a relative. With no money for a hotel or other short-
term accommodations, she had nowhere safe for her

baby to sleep and needed immediate support. 40 8

Kids Kottage was able to admit her baby right away,
providing safe, nurturing care while the mother focused
on finding stable shelter. During her child’s stay, she was
able to secure safe housing for both of them, creating a
more stable path forward for her family.

A mother reached out to Kids Kottage after she and her \l'

families supported
through follow-up
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A Safe Stay That Opened the Door to Stability

For more than a year, a mother and her children had been
without stable housing, never knowing how long they could Provided
stay somewhere or where they would sleep next. The
uncertainty had become overwhelming for her and her approx.
children, and she shared that the ongoing stress was

taking a significant toll on her mental health. 3 83 o
J

When she called Kids Kottage for support, her little ones
were welcomed for 10 nights of safe and nurfuring care.
During that time, they had a consistent place to rest, eat,
play, and be cared for, while their mother focused on the KO”C'ge
finding a safer path forward. By the end of their stay, their this year
mother had secured a safe and more permanent place for
her and her children, helping bring much-needed stability
to their family after a long period of uncertainty.

safe sleeps at

Top 5 Reasons Families Called our Crisis Line

When families reached out for help, the most common reasons were:

1. Sustained Crisis and Mental Health Vulnerability
2. Housing Instability and Unsafe Shelter

3. Parent Physical Iliness

4. Severe Economic Hardship

5. Hospitalization

Providing Care When Support Was Out of Reach

A single mother of two reached out to Kids Kottage during a time when the person she
normally relied on for help had been in the hospital for several weeks. Without outside
support, she was left frying fo manage childcare responsibilities while navigating a family
court process involving a parenting order and custody arrangements.

Feeling increasingly overwhelmed, she knew she needed a safe place for her children while she
focused on the steps in front of her. Kids Kottage was able to provide her children with safe,
nurturing care, giving them stability and protection while their mother attended court,
accessed support, and worked toward a more stable path forward for her family.
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PROGRAM UPDATES

Strengthening Care Through Specialized Support

To further enhance the quality of care provided at Kids Kottage, we have partnered with
Growing Changes, a multi-disciplinary team of early-intervention therapists with specialized
areas of focus. Through this partnership, an Occupational Therapist and Behavioural
Specialist have been working alongside our childcare team to provide guidance, coaching,
and practical strategies to better support the unique developmental needs of the children we
serve.

98% 97%

of caregivers surveyed said their child received of caregivers surveyed said Kids Kottage
safe and appropriate care during their stay helped them work toward their goals

Enhancing our Practice Through a Shared, Values-Based Framework

Our practice framework was co-created by the people who work directly with families and children
at Kids Kottage. In May 2025, staff gathered to share their experiences and hopes for how we care
for children. From those conversations we crafted a living document that captures our collective
commitment to providing safe, consistent, person-centered support. These are the core tenants of
our practice framework that help us make decisions and act as a compass in our day-to-day work:

o We provide care that is trauma-informed and child-centered

« We honour the cultural identities, needs, and traditions of children and families
+ We work together as one collaborative team

« We communicate clearly and act with consistency
o We reflect, grow, and learn continuously

« We celebrate the strengths of children and families

“Cooking at the Kottage is about more than
following a menu. I often adjust meals throughout
the day to suit different ages, eating habits, and
comfort foods while still focusing on nutrition.

Food and Nutrition

One of the best parts of my job is watching the
children come info the dining room excited and
hungry. When they enjoy their meal and then
ask for seconds, it makes all the hard work
worthwhile.”

e 24/7 Quality: Maintained our commitment to
nutritious food and serving three meals and three
shacks daily to every child.

e From-Scratch Focus: Enhanced our menu planning
and preparation to emphasize fresh, wholesome
ingredients over frozen or convenience foods.

e Volunteer Support: Engaged more volunteer groups
to assist with baking and meal prep, ensuring high-
quality, nutritious food is available outside the full-
time cook’s standard hours.

- Ana Maria (Cook)
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A MESSAGE TO OUR CORPORATE &
GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our partner organizations for a year of incredible kindness and
unwavering support. Partnerships like these are instrumental in our mission to provide safety and
care to vulnerable infants and children. Your generosity has made a significant difference in the
lives of those who needed it the most, and we are deeply grateful for your contributions.

Over this past year, we are thrilled to collaborate and build new partnerships which has enhanced
our capacity and fundraising efforts. The challenges we face may be significant, but we are
confident we can overcome them fogether. Our corporate partners brings financial support,
expertise, resources, and networks that are invaluable in helping us expand our reach.

With your continued kindness and support, we are confident that we can transform the lives of even
more children, helping them grow, thrive, and reach their full potential.

OUR PARTNERS:

Aberton

Allard Foundation Ltd.

Allwest Furnishings Ltd.

Altaland Foundation

ATCO EPIC

Attesa Homes Inc.

Beagrie Family Foundation

Brookfield Residential

Calgary Shaw Charity Classic Foundation
Cameron Development Corporation
Canadian Royal Purple Society

CN Rail

Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF)
Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation (EOCF)
Edmonton Realtors Charitable Foundation
Eldon & Anne Foote Fund

Frank J Flaman Foundation

Hockey Helps the Homeless

HRD Homes

Humanis Advisory Group

€dmonton

iA Group Financier

Inter Pipeline Ltd.

Jackie Pennock Family Foundation
Landmark Homes

Leading Edge Physiotherapy

Ledcor Industries Inc.

Mammoet

OEM Remanufacturing

Pembina Pipeline Corp.

Qualico Communities

Raymond James Canada Foundation
RBC

RSM US Foundation

Scona Electric Inc.

Scotia Wealth Management

TELUS Friendly Future Foundation
Tony and Daniela Franceschini Family Fund
Urban Barn

World Floorcoverings
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Statement of Financial Position:

2025-26 2024-25
ASSETS
Current 2,264,964 1,969,458
Long-term Investments 191,357 191,566
Tangible Capital Assets 207,371 202,131
TOTAL ASSETS 2,663,692 2,363,155
LIABILITIES
Current 167,754 307,594
Deferred Capital Contributions 116,886 140,568
TOTAL LIABILITIES 284,640 448,162
NET ASSETS
Invested in Tangible Capital Assets 90,485 61,562
Unrestricted Fund 888,567 1,453,431
Internally Restricted Fund 1,400,000 400,000
TOTAL NET ASSETS 2,379,052 1,914,993
TOTAL 2,663,692 2,363,155
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